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Opening Hymn                    

The Church’s One Foundation                          LSB 644 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



  

 
Invocation                                                             
 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
The Litany                                                             

 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L God the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Holy Spirit, 
C have mercy. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Spare us, good Lord. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Help us, good Lord. 
L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; 
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and 
passion; by Your precious death and burial; 
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of 

judgment: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
L We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, O Lord. 
L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your 

Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them 
in holy living; 
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have 
erred and are deceived; 
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany 
Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 



  

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the 

weakhearted and the distressed: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give our 

country Your protection in every time of need; 
To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect our 
magistrates and all our people; 
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all 
who travel; 
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in their 
blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to 
have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and preserve 

for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C we implore You to hear us. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

Introit                                                                      Psalm 30:1–5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1 

 
 

Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a | new song,* 
 his praise in the assembly of the | godly! 

     I will extol you, O LORD, for you have | drawn me up* 
 and have not let my foes rejoice | over me. 

O LORD my God, I cried to | you for help,* 
 and you have | healed me. 
O LORD, you have brought up my soul | from Sheol;* 
 you restored me to life from among those who go down | to the pit. 
Sing praises to the LORD, O | you his saints,* 
 and give thanks to his | holy name. 
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a | lifetime.* 
 Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the | morning. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
          and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be-|ginning,* 
          is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a | new song,* 
 his praise in the assembly of the | godly! 

 

Collect of the Day                       

        O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have 
commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may 
be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
 

The First Reading                                              Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 
 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists 

arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. And the 
twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up 
preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of 
good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will devote 
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And what they said pleased the whole gathering, 
and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, 
and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and 
they prayed and laid their hands on them. 

And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly 
in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 
Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the 
Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 
. . . 



  

And Stephen said: 

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . . 

You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As 
your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those 
who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and 
murdered, you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. But 
he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God.” But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. Then they 
cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And 
falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he 
had said this, he fell asleep. 

 
 

Gradual                                                                                    adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 
Christ has risen  | from the dead.* 
 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and  | honor. 
He has given him dominion over the works  | of his hands;* 
 he has put all things un- | der his feet. 
 

Epistle                                                                                          1 Peter 2:2–10 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation— 
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 
you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: 

               “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
                a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
                and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

               “The stone that the builders rejected 
                has become the cornerstone,” 

and 

“A stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. 
 
 



  

 
Holy Gospel                                                                                      John 14:1–14 

 [Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may 
be also. And you know the way to where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where 
you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I 
been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of 
the works themselves. 
 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater 
works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in my name, this I will 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 
 
 
Here, say:  
 
The Apostles Creed 
 
 
Sermon Hymn                                  

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing                    LSB 633, sts. 1-4 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 
 



  

 
The Sermon: The Way, the Truth and the Life John 14:6     

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
One of the first Bible verses I ever memorized was John 14:6, “I am the way, and the truth, and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” It’s a great verse, and I’m glad it became a 
part of my memory early on. If I had a quibble looking back, though, it’s this: this verse is often used as a 
proof-text to say that Jesus is the only way to heaven.  

 
Now that’s true: Jesus is the Way to heaven, and there is no other way of salvation. But all the 

same, I hate to see this verse wielded like a baseball bat to make the point, because it misses the bigger, 
better point. Jesus says this to speak good news. This is the Last Supper, His death is imminent and the 
disciples haven’t yet figured out the Resurrection. If Jesus is indeed about to die, then it looks like all is 
lost and there is no hope of salvation – there is no way to heaven. 

 
So when Thomas says, “How can we know the way to heaven?”, Jesus says, “I am the way.” He’s 

telling them that, despite all appearances, His death and resurrection are all part of God’s plan. They 
shouldn’t give up hope and they shouldn’t try to find a different messiah. There’s only one, and it’s 
Jesus. But there is one, and it’s Jesus.  

 
That’s the biggest point of this verse: there is a way to heaven! I’ve said it before: if you’re lost 

and trapped inside a burning building that’s dark and full of smoke, and a firefighter bursts through the 
door and says, “Follow me! I’ve found a way out!” You’re not going to say, “There’s only one way? I just 
don’t see how that could be true. Besides, I like this door over here better instead.” If you’re facing 
death, you’re not upset that there’s only one way out. You’re incredibly excited that there is a way out! 

 
And that’s how you should hear this verse – what good news! Once, all that was left for you was 

death and loss, hell and wrath; but now there is salvation. That’s the point of this verse: there is a way to 
heaven! 

 
But it’s even better. Jesus doesn’t say, “I will show you the way,” but “I am the Way.” In other 

words, the path to heaven isn’t a matter of Jesus becoming your instructor who tells you all the things 
you must do and the boxes you must check if you’re going to have eternal life. It’s not that you find Him 
and then “follow the leader” and do what Jesus did and does. He is not step one along the way. He is the 
Way – the route, the path – to heaven in the flesh. He’s gone the way of the cross so you don’t have to. 
If you have Him, you have everywhere He has gone. If you have Him, you have His life, His death, and His 
resurrection. Done.  

 
Not only does Jesus say, “I am the Way,” but He also says, “I am the Truth.” He doesn’t say, “I 

will be your guru; and if you seek knowledge or reach a high enough plane of understanding, then you 
will achieve heavenly bliss. The Gospel is not a search for secret knowledge, so that you’re saved if 
you’re smart enough and know enough. The Gospel is Jesus, crucified and risen for you. If you have Him, 
you have the truth.  

 
And Jesus doesn’t say, “I will be your guide to lead you to everlasting life.” He says, “I am the 

Life.” We had this a few weeks back in John 11, when Lazarus had died. Jesus told his sister Martha, 
“Your brother will rise again,” and Martha responded, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
on the Last Day.” That’s when Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” Lazarus didn’t need the 
last day to live: he needed Jesus, and Jesus was there that day.  



  

 
Being joined to Jesus isn’t just the beginning of faith. It’s also the end. He’s not just the Alpha, 

but the Omega. If you have Jesus, you have the way, the truth and the life, because He is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life.  

 
This means that, even while we talk about going to heaven and growing in faith, in a sense 

Christianity is really about staying put. Think of it this way: it’s back at the time of the Flood, the Lord 
has told Noah to build an ark for him and his family, and you’re part of the family; and once the ark is 
built and y’all are inside, what’s your number one task during your time of … claustrophobic social 
distancing? Don’t go anywhere. Stay on the boat. 

 
Christianity for you is all about staying where you are – remaining in Christ who joined you to 

Himself in baptism. That’s why you run to the Word and the Supper, because that’s where He is for you. 
If you remain in Him, heaven is yours because you have the way. Salvation is yours because you have the 
truth. Life is yours because you have Christ, the life. 

 
The problem is that you’re prone to wander; and you figure that wherever you go, Jesus must 

come along for the ride. This is why sin is so dangerous: as you wander into sin, you’re leaving the Lord 
behind. That’s why repentance is so crucial, because it removes the sin that would divide you away. 
That’s why you’re not content to say, “I know the gospel, so I don’t need to know any more than that.” 
That’s like saying, “I have enough way and truth and life to barely be alive, and that’s good enough for 
me.” Those who are barely alive, though, are close to death.  

 
You don’t want to be barely alive. You want to live. So you rejoice today to hear Jesus say, “I am 

the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” There is a way to 
heaven, and He is Christ; and He has made you His, so life is yours forevermore. 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
   

Hymn                                  

At the Lamb’s High FeastWe Sing                    LSB 633, sts. 5-8 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 



  

 
 

Prayer of the Church                                                                                     

Almighty Father, everlasting God, Your Son has revealed You to us as a merciful Lord. Give to us Your 
Holy Spirit, that we may believe in Him whom You have sent and do the greater works He has told us we 
will do in His name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O merciful Father, You have compassion upon the sick and those in need and have promised not to 
ignore them in their afflictions. Turn back the pandemic across the globe, and give us relief. Bless the 
sick with healing, those who suffer with strength and patience, and the dying with peace. Hear us on 
behalf of those in need of Your mercy, especially Truman Keith, Karla Born, LeIla Shaw, Ron Hill, Julie 
Juell, Shirley Kaiser, and Marlene Reese, as well as Matthew and Timothy Graveson. Comfort all who 
grieve, including the Gilk family and the family and friends of Fern Haunschild. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, You have established the home and blessed those who show us Your love. Bless all 
mothers and the children in their care. Bless all families and make their homes places of blessing and 
love, where Your Word is spoken, forgiveness reigns and love is displayed. Give us good examples to 
inspire youth to all that is good and pure, and to seek after these things. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Compassionate Father, You are not aloof from the needs of this body and life, and You have called us to 
love our neighbor in need and give aid to the poor. Give us courage and faith, that we may not fear 
sharing the resources You have supplied with those who live in want, especially the widow, the orphan 
and the unemployed. Let love be perfected among us to drive out selfish fears. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 
our prayer.  
 
We praise You, God, for Your goodness in hearing the prayers of Your people and granting us confidence 
to approach Your throne of mercy. Hear us now in the name of and for the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, through whom, with whom and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and 
glory is Yours, almighty Father, both now and forevermore. Amen. 
 
Here, say: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                     

 
The Collect for the Word                                                                                     

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so 
hear them, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
Closing Hymn                    

Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand               LSB 564 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Then let us now draw near, 
    Washed in that precious flood 
And enter the Most Holy Place 
    By Jesus’ blood. 
From hearts that are sincere, 
    Let tongues our hope profess, 
And trust anew God’s faithful grace 
    That we confess. 

 
D 6 All praise to Christ we bring, 

    Our Lord who intercedes, 
Our great High Priest enthroned above 
    Who knows our needs; 
And to the Father sing 
    Our songs of thankful praise, 
Who with the Spirit reigns in love 
    For endless days. 

Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 2002 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000989 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 

The Benediction                                                                                      

The Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you,  
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. Amen.  
 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
+++ 

 
 

Announcements 
 
Corporate Worship Has Resumed Today! | We’re certainly not back to normal (whoever dreamed of 
having to book reservations for a worship service?), but today’s outdoor services are in the right direction. 
We’ll get information out soon about worship this next week; barring something unexpected, next week’s 
Divine Service should include an organ and pews! Watch your email or the church’s webpage. 
 
Office Hours |  
Monday-Thursday, Saturday 
8:00 am-2:00 pm 
As always, if you’re in need of urgent pastoral assistance, please contact Pastor Pauls at 208-724-0152. 
 
MORE TOPICS, MORE GUESTS, MORE JESUS... | Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by 
Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's subjects 
include: Recovering from a Pandemic, "Faithfulness" in the Bible, The Netflix Series "Mrs. America," The 
Holy Communion Liturgy, and more.  You can listen live or on-demand at issuesetc.org and on the LPR 
mobile app. 
 
Pastor Pauls New Email Address | With the advent of our new webpage, Pastor Pauls’ church email has 
changed. The old address, tpauls@goodshepherdboise.org , no longer works. His new email address is 
timothypauls@gslcboise.org. 
 
 
 


